Informal Economies in the Post-Soviet Space detail below.3 Islamic rules and other moral commitments and obligations filled the vacuum created by the dearth of functioning state regulations across Central Asia and Russia. Religious, ethnic, and kinship systems provided the social and economic security that national welfare systems failed to provide after the collapse of the Soviet welfare system. Elders, religious leaders, and other respected figures became the governing body on the ground in the context of withering states.
For migrant workers in Russia or anywhere far from home, Islamic belonging became a stronger marker of identity than ethnicity, and mosque communities have grown in influence. Mosques became places of socializing and meeting where contacts are established and maintained. Entrepreneurs visit mosques to make contacts, arrange deals, and seek justice and punishment for free riders or debtors. As one of my respondents said, "Vse sdelki osushchesvtliaiutsia v mecheti a gde eshche, v mecheti kogda dvoe zakliuchaiut sdelky mezhdu nimi stoit bog i bog sudia" (All deals are made in the mosques; where else (should someone do this). In the mosque God stands between the two who are making a deal, and God is the only judge for them).4 Mosques back in Central Asia have not taken on the important role of regulating informal activities if other safety-net structures, such as family and kinship networks, do this job.5
In the context of failed states and flourishing informal economies, uncertainty, increased mobility, and globalization, people became increasingly innovative, and a growing number of mobile entrepreneurs have found their niches within and outside of these processes and structures. Since mobility does not recognize rigid state legal systems and boundaries, mobile entrepreneurs have found alternative ways to regulate and administer their economic activities. Today mobile entrepreneurs are the largest category of people who have formed a distinct new economic class
The chapter is structured as follows. First, I trace the formation of informal economies, including the emergence of entrepreneurs in the early Soviet
